
TABLE OF CONTENTS

Foreword V
Editorial Board VIII
Abbreviations XIII

Part One – Academic Discussion

Fernand de Varennes
The Linguistic Rights of Minorities in Europe 3

Dónall Ó Riagáin
All Languages – Great and Small: A Look at the Linguistic Future of Europe with
Particular Reference to Lesser Used Languages 31

Marcia Rooker
Non-Territorial Languages: Romany as an Example 43

Francesco Palermo
A Never-Ending Story? The Italian Draft Bill on the Protection of
Linguistic Minorities 55

Floris van Laanen
The Frisian Language in the Netherlands 67

Giovanni Poggeschi
Linguistic Rights in Spain 85

Sia Spiliopoulou Åkermark
Steps Towards a Minority Policy in Sweden 103

Part Two – International Activities and Documents

United Nations

Cecilia Thompson
The Protection of Minorities within the United Nations 115

Documents
 International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, 1966 139
 Declaration on the Rights of Persons Belonging to National or Ethnic, Religious

and Linguistic Minorities, 1992 140

Council of Europe

Snezana Trifunovska
Protection of Linguistic Rights within the Council of Europe 145

Documents
European Charter for Regional or Minority Languages, 1992 159



Chart of Signatures and Ratifications by the European Charter for Regional or
Minority Languages 172
Reservations and (Territorial) Declarations 172
Framework Convention for the Protection of National Minorities, 1995 190
Chart of Signatures and Ratifications by the Framework Convention for the
Protection of National Minorities 197
Reservations and (Territorial) Declarations 198
Parliamentary Assembly Recommendation 1383 (1998) on Linguistic
Diversification 202

The European Union

Gabriel von Toggenburg
A Rough Orientation through a Delicate Relationship: The EU's Endeavours for its
Minorities 205

Documents
Judgement of the European Court, Bickel/Franz v. Italy case, 1998 235

Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe

Edwin Bakker 
Linguistic Rights and the Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe 241

John Packer
The Protection of Minority Language Rights through the Work of OSCE
Institutions 255

Documents
Document of the Copenhagen Meeting of the Conference on the Human
Dimension of the CSCE, 1990 275
The Oslo Recommendations Regarding the Linguistic Rights of National
Minorities and Explanatory Note, 1998 278
Correspondence of the OSCE High Commissioner on National Minorities
with some OSCE Countries 299

Council of the Baltic Sea States

Ole Espersen and Hanne Fugl
Protection of Rights of Persons belonging to Minorities in the Baltic Sea States 319

Central European Initiative

Snežana Trifunovska
Activities of the Central European Initiative in the Field of Minorities 329

Documents
CEI Instrument for the Protection of Minority Rights 333



Part Three – National Activities and Documents

Introductory Remarks 341

The OSCE High Commissioner on National Minorities, 
Max van der Stoel
Report on the Linguistic Rights of Persons Belonging to National Minorities
in the OSCE Area, March 1999 347

Survey of National Activities and Documents 389

Albania 389
Andorra 391
Armenia 392
Austria 396
Azerbaijan 398
Belarus 404
Belgium 407
Bosnia and Herzegovina 410
Bulgaria 413
Croatia 415
Cyprus 423
Czech Republic 427
Denmark 433
Estonia 438
Finland 450
France 468
Georgia 469
Germany 473
Greece 478
Hungary 479
Iceland 495
Ireland 496
Italy 499
Kazakstan 501
Kyrgyzstan 503
Latvia 506
Liechtenstein 521
Lithuania 523
Luxembourg 530
Macedonia (The Former Yugoslav Republic of) 531
Malta 535
Moldova 537
Monaco 547
The Netherlands 547
Norway 549
Poland 551
Portugal 554
Romania 556
Russian Federation 559
San Marino 563
Slovak Republic 564
Slovenia 570



Spain 573
Sweden 575
Switzerland 577
Tajikistan 580
Turkey 582
Turkmenistan 585
Ukraine 587
United Kingdom 592
Uzbekistan 594
Yugoslavia (Federal Republic of) 597


